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Brand New Book ***** Print on Demand *****.Excerpt: .PETTY TROUBLES OF MARRIED LIFE HUSBANDS DURING
THE SECOND MONTH. Two young married women, Caroline and Stephanie, who had been early friends at M lle
Machefer s boarding school, one of the most celebrated educational institutions in the Faubourg St. Honore,
met at a ball given by Madame de Fischtaminel, and the following conversation took place in a window-seat in
the boudoir. It was so hot that a man had acted upon the idea of going to breathe the fresh night air, some
time before the two young women. He had placed himself in the angle of the balcony, and, as there were many
flowers before the window, the two friends thought themselves alone. This man was the author s best friend.
One of the two ladies, standing at the corner of the embrasure, kept watch by looking at the boudoir and the
parlors. The other had so placed herself as not to be in the draE, which was nevertheless tempered by the
muslin and silk curtains. The boudoir was empty, the ball was just beginning, the gaming-tables were open,
oFering their green cloths and their packs of cards still compressed in the frail case placed upon them by the
customs oFice. The second quadrille was in progress. All who go to balls will remember that phase of large
parties when the guests are not yet all arrived, but when the rooms are already filled -a moment which gives
the mistress of the house a transitory pang of terror. This moment is, other points of comparison apart, like
that which decides a victory or the loss of a battle. You will understand, therefore, how what was meant...
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