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New Book ***** Print on Demand *****.Qurs was a very united and a very happy family. We lived in the
neighbourhood of London, near Blackheath, in Kent, on the elevated ground which overlooks Greenwich, its
noble hospital, and the river Thames. Our father was a merchant, a thoroughly upright, industrious man, an
honour to the profession to which he belonged. No man could be more attentive to business than he was, and
yet no one enjoyed the country and the pursuits of the country more than he did. With what pleasure did we
look forward, when we were children, to his return in the afternoon and even now I think | hear his cheerful
laugh, and see his bland smile, as he took us up one by one in his arms and kissed us, and then often, though he
must frequently have been tired and harassed, had a game of boisterous romps with us, seeming entirely to
have forgotten all his cares and troubles. It was considered the privilege of little Kate, or one of the other young
ones, to look slily into his pockets when, by a well-known significant gesture, he let us understand that they were
not altogether empty. He had a little hand hamper or basket, such as many another paterfamilias possesses,
which travelled with great regularity up and down nearly every day, and out of which all sorts of wonderful
articles used to appear; and if a friend accompanied him unexpectedly down to dinner, our mother never had
to complain that she was taken unawares and had nothing fit to offer him. The hamper, however, did not
always contain eatables. Often our mother, or one of us, had been wishing...
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