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Not indexed. Not illustrated. 1808 edition. Excerpt: .seventy-first year. Doctor Darwin is said to have exhibited in
his life the same excellencies and the same deficiencies as characterized his poetry, f His head was brilliant, but
to the quiverings of sensibility he was a stranger. He was conversant with matter, rather than intellect: to the
shadowy tribes of mind he was inattentive. | cannot think therefore that with all his merits he is to be placed
either in the first or second class of poets. | believe that rules of criticism, for one person that they have taught
to compose or to judge rightly, have misled twenty. They have taught people to mistake He left a posthumous
poem, entitled The Shrine of Nature. -f-His poetry is well characterized bv Mr. DTsraeli in the Cariosities of
Literature, Il. 70, 71. the the mechanical incidents of poetry for its essence. Some they have taught to require her
to be dressed and ornameuted till pars minima est ipsa puella sui. Others they have taught to demand at least a
considerable portion of ornament; whereas an ornamented dress is, as | have already said, so far from being a
necessary ingredient, that the highest poetry is absolutely without it. When therefore Dr. Warton proposes to
apply to Pope s Essay on Man the test of dropping the measures and numbers, and transposing the order ofthe
words into prose, and then examining if it be still poetry; he cannot mean that the question should be
determined...
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