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Forgotten Books, United States, 2015. Paperback. Book Condition: New. 229 x 152 mm. Language: English .
Brand New Book ***** Print on Demand *****.Excerpt from The Western Calculator: Or a New and
Compendious System of Practical Arithmetic, Containing the Elementary Principles and Rules of Calculation, in
Whole, Mixed and Decimal Numbers in Eight Parts Among the many systems of Arithmetic now used in our
American schools, though each has its individual merit, yet all contain many things which are either entirely
useless, or of but little value to most beginners. It is to be regretted also, that in most of these systems, even in
those parts which are valuable and important, the authors appear not to have been suEiciently aware of giving
a plain and natural arrangement and system to the whole. There is not that visible connexion between the
parts, which enables the attentive pupil to discover, as he progresses, that he is learning a system, and not a
number of separate and unconnected rules. In many things, also, more attention has been given to gratify the
inquiries of the proficient, than to furnish plain, but necessary instruction to the beginner. The age, capacity,
and progress of the scholar are also overlooked; and a mode of instruction too learned, and too elaborate, is
pursued. It is forgotten how diEicult even the most simple parts are to a young mind; nor are the instances few,
in which even the variety of ways laid down, in which the same question may be solved, leaves the learner
perplexed, and swells the size of the work. To remedy, in some measure, these defects, and to furnish our
numerous schools, in the western country, with a plain and practical treatise of Arithmetic, compiled and
printed among ourselves, thereby saving a heavy annual expense in...
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