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Chose. Then she leaiilt that he had called together his creditors, amongst whom, oddly enough, there were few,
if any, of the authors, and there was a composition, and Mr. Mudsill transferred his business ability and integrity
to the task of promoting bubble companies, and when last heard of had disappeared with the wife of one man
and the wealth of several others. Prue wrote to Mr. Chose about her novels, and he referred her to the
accountants, who were trying to make clear accounts of the affairs of the late business. And these accountants
sent her balance-sheets which were so beautifully balanced that there were no profits and no losses in any one
case. Then Prue saw that she had been cheated, and she was not particularly surprised, on writing to Mr. Chose
and proposmg to continue her business relations with him, to receive his answer to say that he should be happy
to publish for her on commission, but that he did not feel justified in embarking in any speculation in her
novels. But Prue was not to be disheartened. She saw an advertisement in one of the papers, offering a reward
for a prize tide for a new cheap publication, and she sent in two stories. One of these she was paid for. It was
the prize story, and she got for it about half of what she ought to...
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