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quarter of a century has passed since the Civil War, and the era of reconciliation has come with the new
generation and the judgments of impartial historians. This book is an endeavor by one bred in the North to
write sympathetically the annals of a Virginia family, and to show how, amid the conditions following the war,
it was impossible for the wealthy planters to recover their status upon the old basis. In its broader aspect the
story is a symbol of the extinction of the Southern aristocracy and their ideals and traditions as social forces.
The scene is localized in Virginia, but the events give a composite picture of what took place in the South at
large during the years of the Reconstruction. In one sense the narrative is fiction; but in another and truer
sense, for most of the incidents have warrant in fact, it is a history of general conditions turned into the
concrete. Other books have been written on this subject; but no Northern writer of fiction, so far as I know, has
gone out of his own environment and has taken up the case of the Southerners for the purpose of learning and
writing absolutely from their point of view. About the Publisher Forgotten Books publishes hundreds of
thousands of rare and classic books. Find more at This book is a reproduction of an important historical work.
Forgotten Books uses state-of-the-art technology to digitally reconstruct the work, preserving the original
format whilst repairing imperfections present in the aged copy. In rare cases, an imperfection in the original,
such as a blemish or...
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